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Speaker Profile: Yossi Ghinsberg
Yossi breathes inspiration into people and organizations.

Yossi is a storyteller and his stories touch people's hearts in different ways. To many they facilitate an experience; initiating genuine notions, leading to insights, new perspectives and at times significant breakthroughs.

While motivation is a traditional way to teach people how to better perform following a method, inspiration sparks the heart to unleash its dreams and then follow them far beyond the comfort zone. 

Yossi Ghinsberg is the best-selling author of 'Jungle'. He is a humanitarian, storyteller, explorer and survivor and one of the most exciting inspirational speakers you are likely to encounter anywhere today. 

In the midst of the uncharted Amazon, after losing his 3 companions, a young Israeli traveler is tested to the extreme through 20 harrowing days of sheer survival. A riveting storyteller, Yossi Ghinsberg relives his ordeal, sweeping audiences into the depths of the primordial jungle. They experience: 

* the challenges of survival 

* what it takes to adapt to change 

* how to deal with adversity from a calm and centered place within. 

Yossi is unique in his delivery...audiences leave with an understanding of the nature of survival and how life is to be celebrated and taken to the highest level. 

Yossi's international bestselling book, Jungle, reads like a novel or a movie script...this detailed account of his 20 days lost in the Amazon, has been translated into 6 languages and published in 15 countries. His recently published 2nd book, Laws of the Jungle, has a subtitle that says it all - Jaguars Don't Need Self-Help Books. 

Yossi challenges audiences: "The problem with life may be that it is not tough enough. When a moment of real struggle emerges, we naturally tap into our survival resources and find ourselves ready to fight. It is the day to day mundane problems that grind us." 

How do we rise to the challenge of living every day of our life as if it is our last? How can we bring radiating intensity to our thoughts, words and actions? Can we tap into our dormant inner resources? 

Yossi's presentations allow audiences to answer these questions for themselves while keeping people on the edge of their seats wondering what's going to happen next.

Yossi has great interest in conflict resolution from personal through organizational and to global levels. Yossi's message is clear: It’s not about what happens, it's about the way you perceive it and act upon it. "The world is what one perceives it to be – I invite you to join me in perceiving it as a place of abundance, harmony and peace. The concept of separation and lack is an illusion..." 

Motivational Speaker 
Change, Challenge, Stressful Environments - Adversity is part of personal and professional life; being a victim is a matter of choice. 

A truly gifted motivational speaker, Yossi's messages get to the hearts and minds of his audiences. 

Corporations and organisations worldwide are experiencing Yossi's keynote presentations and seminars to be effective in transforming attitudes, creating positive outlooks, encouraging proper action and improving performances. A natural born storyteller and motivational speaker, Yossi's presentations become the talk of every event.

A master storyteller and inspirational speaker, Yossi's The Laws of the Jungle challenges audiences on emotional as well as intellectual grounds. The results are outstanding growth, shift and breakthrough on professional, organisational and personal levels. Invigorating, inspirational and thought-provoking, Yossi's keynote leaves no audience indifferent. Audiences are spellbound gasping for every word; you could hear a needle drop. Yossi is a keynote speaker rich in content, riveting and entertaining. 

Testimonials

“I feel like I may have made a new friend. I hope so, as does Tony Yacono. We are very pleased, as you know, with your presentation and the way Tony was able to reiterate value from your words the night before, in our Tuesday summary. Thank you for” 

Lori Vanston - Professional Development Manager
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About Yossi

He was born and raised in Israel and served three years in the Israeli navy on the Red Sea where he befriended the Bedouins of the Sinai Desert who greatly influenced him with their wholesome philosophy and nomadic lifestyle.

Yossi graduated from Tel Aviv University with Philosophy and Business degrees, followed by a comprehensive study of the 'Kabala' in academic as well as authentic environments. A truth seeker by an inner calling, Yossi continuously studied religions and philosophy including the ancients, the classics, the Eastern and the Contemporary.

His first book 'Jungle' based on his harrowing adventures in South America was first published in 1986 and soon became an international bestseller. The Discovery Channel has now released a documentary film based on the book.

In 1992, Yossi returned to the Amazon to initiate 'The Chalalan Project', demonstrating that the best strategy to conserve pristine rainforest is sustainable development in cooperation with indigenous inhabitants rather than mere conservation. Yossi promoted recognition of intellectual properties for indigenous people and his contribution to the region won him international acclaim.

In 1995 he was appointed Vice President of The Center for Investigation & Treatment of Addiction (CITA). In this capacity, Yossi promoted a new humanitarian approach to the treatment of opiate addiction, establishing 12 treatment and research centers around the world from Mexico to China and finally establishing and managing his own clinics in Australia where he also launched the ‘Alma Libre’ initiative to educate society about opiate addiction and promote reintegration of rehabilitated patients. 

Yossi has great interest in conflict resolution from personal through organizational and global levels. In 2001 during the peak of the Palestinian ‘intifada’, Yossi was invited to return to Israel to produce a reconciliation festival. Despite the escalation of violence in the region, the festival managed to attract spiritual leaders of Judaism and Islam as well as unprecedented audiences.

His new book 'The Laws of the Jungle' is due for publication in 2006.

He is married to Belinda and father to three girls, Mia, Cayam and Nadir.

He shares his time between ‘Quandong’, his home in the heart of an Australian rainforest and the rest of the world.
A Good pair of Sandals

A good pair of sandals is what we need...

As we walk upon the roads of life, one may try to avoid sharp thorns and stones by maintaining vigilance and cautiousness. Another may attempt to carpet the entire world so the surface is smooth and soft. The simple man will make use of a good pair of sandals.

This parable is old but the message is clear: adversity is part of life, being a victim a matter of choice. It’s not about what happens TO you but rather what happens FOR you. Your are free to choose, perceive and act accordingly.

Generally, most of us believe the source of any problem is found outside of oneself. This attitude inevitably results in grief. If the source of a problem is perceived as external then one immediately employs blame which generates hostility, aggression, fear, envy and other such emotions.

The self-help industry is growing as demand increases and many books bring only little respite.  The search is almost counter effective for it is in the cessation of search that the path is revealed; this is the loop in the trap.

What’s true for individuals is also true for peoples and nations; a look at this era of the early third millennium clearly shows an age of growing separation and alienation amongst us living on Earth. It is a sad illustration of where this approach of seeing problems as external can lead to.

When we eventually become tired of blaming external sources for our troubles often the blame is directed inward, causing sensations of guilt, remorse, desperation, alienation and finally great confusion. It is the other side of the same coin.

Mass anxiety is leveraged upon by an industry of efficient and profitable therapies as millions of us use either prescription drugs or the so-called illicit ones.

Somehow contemporary societies tend to reinforce this notion that something is wrong with us, that we need to be repaired, altered, reinvented in fact why not simply accept that ultimately we must be reborn. Somehow we are trained to try to control, manage and manipulate ourselves and our environments. The terms of the success game we play is to compete and win - we idolize those who have achieved such tasks and worship celebrities. We are a specie that finds it increasingly harder to satisfy its needs. In fact all other species are having fun in their natural environment, which provides for them all they need, however we've also spoiled the party for them. We call ourselves the most intelligent of species. We dominate all other species for we apply force, but we give all our power away. 

There is no lack in the universe and there is no lack on this planet; there is no need for competition but rather for cooperation. The concept of lack and limited resources is an illusion that breeds greed, and greed yields aggression. There is an inner and outer state of unrest.

Since we so often don't find peace within ourselves how can we possibly aspire to find peace in our environments?  We often feel a need to escape from this unrest; many of us flee to substance addiction or compulsive work while others become hooked on religions or ideologies, looking for anything to help us escape from our responsibility.

An awakening is possible. The truth doesn’t need to be searched for, it is already within you but veiled by a judgmental mind.

How precious have tranquility and peace of mind become?

Who is truly successful in this life?

Isn't it those who exemplify these rare and precious commodities? When these qualities are present, they are generously shared with others without effort.

You can give only what you have.

To give means to have more.

Just as one candle-flame lights another candle, the light of the first ignites the other without diminishing that of the first.

By sharing and giving peace of mind and harmonious energy, one does not lose anything; one simply lives in a brighter and more harmonious world. 

Yet we are trained by our societies not to trust true generosity, we're taught that 'there are no free rides nor free lunches', and that one should always look at 'what's in it for me?' 

We are trained to have agendas in everything: our personal, professional and political lives. But if there is any agenda to life it is for us to live life itself. 

Most of us wouldn’t be alive if not for the many free rides and free lunches that we are constantly receiving. So blind is our nature that it is only in the lack that we see and appreciate what we have. 

Be present and aware of what you receive: you will be overwhelmed by the generosity, so much that you won't be able to contain it. It's natural to share it with others for it relieves the burden of keeping it for yourself – it is a bountiful universe. 

We are all in it together and the best way to go about it is to be there for each other.

As the poet Dylan said: 'I don’t care how rough the road is, show me where it starts.'

It starts in you.

