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Speaker Profile: Tom Avery
Tom Avery was born in December 1975 and brought up in Sussex, Brazil and France. His passion for adventure began when he was just seven years old and first read about the exploits of Captain Scott. 

Tom’s outdoor career began when he was 16 with a series of rock and ice climbs in Wales and Scotland. University climbs took him further a field, during which time he organised and led mountaineering expeditions to the Andes, New Zealand, the Alps, Tanzania, Patagonia and Morocco. 

After graduating from Bristol University in 1998 with a B.Sc. in geography and geology, he began a 15-month career as an accountant with Arthur Andersen. His life appeared to be settling into a fairly regular sort of routine as a young twenty-something in London.

But he couldn’t get the expeditions out of his system and his employers reluctantly gave him extra time off to climb and ski. It soon became clear that Tom had to choose between a life in the City and a life in the mountains. Tom chose the mountains. 
As one of the freshest faces on the motivational speaking circuit, Tom’s youthful enthusiasm, humility and passion have captured the imagination of a broad spectrum of audiences. Illustrated with a superb collection of slides and professional video clips, Tom’s talks bring the raw beauty of the polar regions to life and describe how his team battled with the elements during their record-breaking journeys. 
Drawing on his own experiences in the worlds of both exploration and business, Tom also explains how teamwork, communication, planning, enthusiasm and individual determination are the key ingredients in achieving results in a challenging environment. 
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Testimonials

Thank you for being such a good speaker and a delightful guest at our conference at Villa d’Este. You were brilliant and we’ve received a lot of hugely positive feedback from our clients from around the world. We hope that you will be able to speak for us again one day. 

Lord Fellowes, Chairman, Barclays Private Bank
Thank you so much for being such a terrific orator at our event at the Ritz. As familiar as we are with your exploits, to hear them spoken about so eloquently was an absolute treat for us and our guests. It is a huge support to know that we can rely on you to respond so relevantly to an audience and entertain, inspire and hold the attention of those whose primary objective is to be as well fed and watered as possible! We were all delighted with how the evening went and hope to repeat the set up again in the near future. 

Katie Hughes, Allied Domecq
Just a quick note of thanks for Tom's talk yesterday. He was just fantastic and right on the mark for what we required. The attention he commanded from the audience was palpable - from where I was sitting at the back I could see everyone was transfixed. I would not hesitate in recommending him to colleagues within the Lloyds TSB Group.  

Chris Wells, Lloyds TSB
On behalf of all of us at Diageo, I wanted to thank you for speaking to us. The evening was a great success thanks to your inspiring contribution. Your motivation and passion was truly infectious and the feedback we have had from our audience has been outstanding. Thank you for bringing the event to life! We will definitely be booking you up again. 

Marianne Hawkins, Diageo  

An incredibly exciting and informative presentation. My colleagues and I were all in awe of Tom’s achievements. His obvious ability to plan, resource, and successfully execute these ambitious projects provided our management team with some invaluable lessons. 

Mark Dearlove, Barclays Capital  

Thank you so much for taking part in our ‘Pioneers in the Park’ evening. Everyone here loved your presentation and thought you were absolutely fantastic. We are so thrilled with the way it all went and hope that we can get you to speak here again in the future.  

Suzanne Scrimgour, Johnnie Walker  

All of us at the Trust are delighted to have benefited from your South Pole lecture evening and are proud to be associated with such a professional team of explorers. The lecture was stimulating, amusing and inspiring. Everyone left the auditorium enlightened and enthralled. 

Naomi Edler, The Prince’s Trust  

Thank you for taking the time to come and speak at our symposium. Your talk was very well delivered and the audience were left in awe of your achievements and wondered what it would take to satisfy your quest for adventure in the future. 
Lieutenant Mark Singleton, International Survival Symposium  

I was captivated by Tom's epic story about his journey to the South Pole.  His tales of endurance and achievement, coupled with some amazing photos and video footage, really brought the expedition and the raw beauty of Antarctica to life.   

Louise Hotchkiss, World Wildlife Fund  

I would like to thank you for coming to speak at our annual luncheon, which was the most overly-subscribed lecture we have ever held.  Your talk was hilarious and splendid and you captured the audience's attention throughout.  It was so refreshing to hear of the exploits of you and your team, which shows what us Brits can do with the right attitude and determination.  

Roy Tucker, St. Michael's Hospice  

Thanks for a fantastic evening. We were completely blown away. A really great talk – exciting, informative and witty. 
Nicky Holford, Snow & Rock  

I have been arranging lectures here for over ten years now and this was in the premier league. Tom spoke with such infectious enthusiasm that we felt as if we were out there on the ice with him. The talk was superbly illustrated and delivered with humour, plenty of historical detail and a real passion for adventure. I could not recommend a speaker more highly. 

David Tennant, Tonbridge School, Kent  

