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Speaker Profile: Nighat Awan OBE
Born in 1955 in Manchester to a Pakistani family, Nighat Awan now lives in Hale, Cheshire. She married in 1975 and had two sons and a daughter, Kiran who launched a property management Company, installing her mother as one of the Directors. Nighat entered the business world at the age of 18, printing Bay City Roller t-shirts in her father's factory. By the age of 20 she had opened a chain of fashion boutiques in the North West. With her husband Rafiq Awan, she opened the first Shere Khan restaurant in Rusholme in 1987. 

Together they have positioned the Shere Khan Group as a global brand in the restaurant and food manufacturing industry. Nighat joined the Board in 1997. The Shere Khan Indian restaurant chain employs more than 250 staff in six restaurants and three fast-food expresses across the North West. It is best known as one of the founders of Rusholme's curry mile 14 years ago. The Shere Khan group has a turnover ranging from £7.3 m in 2006 (* as quoted on the BITC website) to £30m as widely quoted in the Manchester Evening News. The company also produces a range of curry sauces and products for the UK retail and export markets. 

Nighat overcame near-fatal bout with throat cancer and a serious motor neurone infection, which left her paralysed in 2003. She was awarded an OBE in 2004. In 2006 she was appointed chair of the Government's Ethnic Minority Business Forum North-West, an advisory body set up by the Department of Trade and Industry to help 'develop sustainable black and minority ethnic business'. 

She was awarded an honorary doctorate from The Business School at Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) at Manchester's Bridgewater Hall in July 2007. Nighat Awan works with a variety of organizations, including The Prince's Trust, Business in the Community, Bolton Business Ventures and Cancer BACUP.

Recent years have proved to be a trial for Nighat. In 2006, two Shere Khan Restaurants were fined for insect infestations: in December their Rusholme restaurant was fined £40,000 after a diner found a live cockroach nestling in the poppadoms. And last May the company was fined £30,000 for breaches of food safety laws at its Trafford Centre branch. Then in early 2007, immigration officers raided the entrepreneur's home and restaurants, embroiling her in an illegal immigrant employment racket. A total of 70 men were arrested in the raids, although Nighat Awan was not arrested nor accused of any wrongdoing.

Awards

* Food from Britain Award

* 2002 Asian Jewel Woman of the Year (North)

* 2002 Asian Exhibition Business Woman of the Year

* 2002 Asian Business Woman of the Year

* 2003 Finalist in Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year

* 2002/3 House of Lords Awards for work with charities

* 2004 OBE

* 2005 Asian Woman Entrepreneur of the Year (AWA
