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“One of the most powerful movers and shakers in this country” Evening Standard
"She’s one of the most powerful women in the music business.” Express Newspapers
Kanya King MBE is an internationally recognised entrepreneur and innovator in the British music industry. As CEO and founder of the MOBO Organisation, Kanya King is the dynamic force behind The MOBO Awards and The MOBO UnSung initiative.

An avid fan of black music from a young age Kanya found the lack of opportunity to hear this type of music live increasingly frustrating. 

Whilst attending Goldsmiths College in London, Kanya decided to organise such events. These events gained popularity and were attended by the likes of Paul Weller, Frank Bruno and Shaggy.

In 1996 Kanya was working as a researcher at LWT when she came up with the idea of an awards ceremony that would celebrate black and black influenced music, with innovative ideas to reach out to a wide market encompassing audiences of all ages and races.

Having formulated a proposal and business plan for The MOBO Awards, Kanya King embarked on a tireless campaign to attract sponsors and interest TV networks. 

So determined was she that after one closed door too many Kanya decided to re-mortgaging her home to raise the finances required to  launch the very first MOBO Awards. 

Not only did Kanya fund the TV broadcast she also had to organise the event, assemble a production crew, sponsors, secure star performers and an audience in just six weeks!  

The hard work paid off and the show was a spectacular success attended by the likes of Tony and Cherie Blair, Lionel Richie, Lennox Lewis, Paul Gambachini, John Fashanu, Gabrielle and Vinnie Jones. 

After the auspicious beginning,  The MOBO Awards have become a much-anticipated event and a hot ticket for the music industry and public alike. Today The MOBO Awards attracts even more diverse acts and attendees including Jay Z, P. Diddy, Jade Jagger, Beenie Man, David and Victoria Beckham, Janet Jackson, Diana Ross, Bob Geldof,  Lemar, Jamelia and Destiny’s Child.

Once the awards show was established, Kanya King then felt the company was in a position to indulge in more charitable projects. An annual national initiative to nurture talent through MOBO UnSung was launched in 2000. This project focuses on music at a grassroots level. And provides a springboard for young people looking to get into the music business. Additionally, The MOBO Organisation support a number of UK based charities and were responsible for record funds being raised for the Sickle Cell Society by releasing a MOBO single.

Next came the release of MOBO compilation CDs that reached sales in excess of 100,000.

Kanya King is a consultant to a Home Office Task Force to reduce gun violence. She is a Patron of the Horniman Museum, founder member of Net Women, an influential body of high profile women in the media and she is an advisor to the UK Olympic bid. She has also recently attended Buckingham Palace at the Queen’s invitation to celebrate exceptional achievements by British women along with the likes of JK Rowling and Cherie Blair. 

Kanya King has recently been awarded for her extraordinary efforts with an MBE and an Honorary Fellowship of London University.

