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Speaker Profile: Deidre Bounds

Proclaimed by the Telegraph as having “Northern grit and determination that represents the perfect role model for business” former stand-up comedienne, world backpacker, English teacher, outback bus driver and mum of two – this down to earth visionary set up ethical travel company i-to-i.com and went from bedsit to exit in twelve years. Now she passes on her life lessons and business nouse wherever she can.

Deidre had no idea when she stepped on a plane fifteen years ago that her career break would lead to starting a travel company that touches thousands of lives per year.

That flight to find the 'real world' took her to teach English in Japan, China and Greece and drive a backpackers’ bus in Sydney. She went eye-to-eye with fascinating cultures and travellers. But then she decided that it was time to come home and face the music - Eureka!

But the music I kept hearing as she at in her one room apartment in Leeds (UK) was ‘there has to be a way to help others to have the same travel and life experiences that I did, but make it much easier’.

So she started i-to-i with no business experience but loads of passion. My weekend TEFL courses eventually led to organising volunteer projects.

Now, she a firm believer that commerce and ethics can mix which is why i-to-i is a commercial enterprise. Her motivation was that a well run business could help change the world with a focus on customer service, firm goals and determined people.

Give it back

However on a challenging trip to Nepal in 2003 she was faced with the sad circumstances of a young baby who was abandoned in an orphanage. This trip gave her the inspiration to launch the i-to-i Foundation, a registered charity committed to providing funds to the most needy community and ecological projects in the i-to-i family. This has gone from strength to strength with large amounts being raised and donated by i-to-i.

Growth

Deidre cannot believe her eyes now that it has now grown into an international organisation with offices in the UK, USA, Ireland and Australia, with a worldwide team of 130 passionate, dedicated travel-lovers. I’m truly proud that i-to-i is now responsible for sending around 5000 people a year to support 500 worthwhile projects in 5 continents and we also train a further 15,000 people as TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) teachers, sending 500 of them into paid teaching projects abroad.

Deirdre’s other business interests and causes

Deirdre is the SME Expert for the Northern Leadership Academy 

Chairperson, Forward Ladies, a Northern networking and training organisation for women

