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Gardener Profile: Chris Beardshaw

By the age of four, Chris was already growing plants, trying everything from cress to sycamore. As he grew older, he spent his weekends working in garden centres, selling plants and giving advice to customers. He studied landscape architecture and went on to train in horticulture at Pershore College, where he taught students to degree level.

Chris has his own private practice where he's designed public and private sites, ranging in size from regional reclamation schemes to pocket-handkerchief gardens. He was awarded a Gold Medal for his Dig for Victory garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show and has been a regular exhibitor at the show since then.

Chris has appeared on programmes such as The Flying Gardener, Hidden Gardens and Gardeners' World. As to which is his favourite plant, biggest gardening inspiration and favourite garden he says: "Which is my favourite plant is a question that's often asked and possibly the most difficult to answer. It's like asking a chef what his favourite food is! If pushed, he'd say my favourite is the Brazilian red cloak, Megaskepasma erythrochlamys, a fine plant for those wishing to brighten up their conservatory. The only problem is finding one for sale! That's today's favourite, but ask me again tomorrow."

"I don't really have one place or person as inspiration. The most remarkable thing about growing plants, and a source of constant inspiration, is the way a seed germinates, flourishes and flowers. It really doesn't matter whether it's an annual or a forest conifer; this simple process never fails to amaze me. It captivated me at the age of four and inspired me to grow plants - it still works today."
