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Speaker Profile: Charles Allen

Charles Allen was the great survivor of an ITV network that has been racked by takeover battles and executive intrigue for 10 years. Founded 50 years ago as a patchwork of regional broadcasting licences, control of the network has consolidated into a single all-powerful player in ITV plc. 

Allen earned a reputation as an astute tactician while the head of Granada, owner of the eponymous ITV franchise in northern England. 

Using his background as an accountant, he won a series of power struggles with fellow ITV barons, including a famous spat with Greg Dyke when the former director general of the BBC resigned as the head of London Weekend Television following a Granada takeover. In early 2004 Allen pulled off his biggest coup with the merger of Granada and Carlton to form ITV plc.
Allen won plaudits for crunching together two large businesses and saving more than £140m in licence fee payments to the Treasury.

In August 2006, Charles stepped down as CEO. The ITV chief executive will not be short of job offers and, despite being a multimillionaire he is thought to want another big role. His stint as chairman of the Commonwealth Games in Manchester has made him a frontrunner for a similar role with the London Olympics.

