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Speaker Profile: Professor Al Aynsley-Green 

In March 2005 the Government appointed Professor Al Aynsley-Green as England's first Children's Commissioner.

The need for a Children's Commissioner was established through the consultation that led to the Children Act 2004. The role aims to give a national voice to all children and young people, especially the disadvantaged and the vulnerable.

Professor Aynsley-Green was appointed as the National Clinical Director for Children at the Department of Health by the Secretary of State, Alan Milburn, in July 2001. He is the Nuffield Professor of Child Health at the Institute of Child Health (ICH), University College London, and at the Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOS) for Children NHS Trust. He was also an Executive Director on the GOS Trust Board as well as the Director of Clinical Research and Development at ICH/GOS until September 2003.

Professor Aynsley-Green chaired the Children’s Task Force that was charged with producing the National Services Framework for children and young people and maternity services.  He also sits on the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) Children, Young People and Families Board of Stakeholders, as well as on the Board for the ‘Every Child Matters’ programme. He has been a member of the interdepartmental strategic group now known as the Strategic Network.

Prior to this, he was a Clinical and University Lecturer at the University of Oxford, Professor of Child Health and Head of the School of Clinical Medical Sciences at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne and has held a number of ‘special interest’ posts in relation to children’s services.

He trained at: Guy's Hospital Medical School, University of London; Oriel College, University of Oxford; and the University Children's Hospital, Zurich, Switzerland.

Professor Aynsley-Green has a major research interest in the history of children and childhood and their standing in contemporary society. He is also a proud grandfather with four young grandchildren.

Political Activity

None declared.
